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Beer + Chocolate Pairing 
Tuesday 17 June 6pm – 7.30pm
£20 pp. Call or email us to book
 

        Curry Night & Boogie in the Barn
         Friday 27 June. Dancing 6pm – 8.30pm 
         Curry served from 5.30pm
 

                 Annual Anchor Beer + Oyster Festival
                 Friday to Sunday, 1 to 3 August

Calling for fete volunteers
We need volunteers and are looking for people who
would be willing to:

manage the Silent Auction stall on the day
organise the Treasure Hunt and manage the stall
help set up and take down tables and chairs before
and after the event.

If anyone is interested, the previous stallholders and the
fete committee are here to help. Please contact Mitchell
on 07745 391711 or at walberswick.fete@gmail.com.
All questions welcome. 

Thank you to everyone in the village for all your help
and support. We couldn't do this without you. 
Mitchell Pocock, Fete Chair.

Dick Leon on the left with John Craigie. 

Dick hangs up his tools
After more than 25 years of volunteering at the Alfred Corry Lifeboat Museum
in Southwold, lifelong resident of Walberswick, 91-year-old Dick Leon has
finally decided to hang up his tools. A highly skilled and respected carpenter,
Dick helped restore the lifeboat that served the town for 25 years from 1893
to 1918. The old Cromer lifeboat shed that now houses the Alfred Corry has
also hugely benefited from Dick’s skills. 
John Craigie, the great grandson of the lifeboat’s first coxswain, purchased
the derelict Alfred Corry in 1974 and restored it, subsequently enjoying
several cruises with his friend, Dick, whom he first met in the Sea Scouts.
When maintenance became too difficult, the lifeboat was donated by the
Craigie family to Southwold in 1994.
Dick’s achievements were celebrated with a special ceremony at the
museum when he was presented with a picture of the lifeboat.  The occasion
was covered by the East Anglian Daily Times tinyurl.com/y4v84f3w (behind
a paywall). The story of the Alfred Corry can be found at alfredcorry.co.uk.
Editor

Plant sale raises £845 for the
East Anglian Air Ambulance
A big thank you to everyone who donated and
purchased plants at our Plant Bring and Buy in aid of
the East Anglian Air Ambulance. Due to your generosity,
the Horticultural Committee raised £845.06. What a
great result for a worthy cause. Betsy Lemmon

Birdsong Walk report
Thank you to everyone who came on the birdsong walk
on what proved to be a cloudy and cool morning. There
was an amazing turnout, with 35 attendees. The cool
weather reduced bird activity, but two garden warblers
were in good voice. The standout species was a great
white egret, spotted flying over the reed bed from the
bank by David Riches. Perhaps the finest birds were
close views of two male bearded tits from the bank.  
Marsh harriers showed frequently and well. A
respectable 54 bird species were recorded during the
walk. The walk was rounded off in fine style with
breakfast at the Anchor - thank you Sophie, Mark, Luke
and the team.
We look forward to seeing you all next year. In the
meantime, please record all bird sightings (particularly
marsh harriers close to Manor and Track Fields) in
iRecord at irecord.org.uk or by messaging me (07973
462948) to help build the evidence to fight LionLink.
Matthew Denny

Boules at the Bell
A few years ago, we had a small friendly group playing
boules (pétanque) at the Bell; sadly this came to an end
after the organiser left the village. We would like to
resurrect this group, on a very friendly and informal
basis, playing regularly. If there is sufficient interest, we
would need to improve the condition of the piste, which
is situated in the fenced off area in the Bell garden.
Permission for this has been granted by the pub. No
experience is necessary, it is quick to pick up, and there
are sets of boules available for you to come and try.
If you are interested, please contact either John
Warbey at jwarbey@mail.com or on 07775 535718, or
Ray Wortley on 01502 724443.
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Annual Meeting of the Parish Council
The meeting was held on Monday, 12 May and Andrew
Lewis was elected unopposed to be Chair of the Parish
Council for the next year and Rebecca Whiting was
elected unopposed to be Vice-Chair of the Council for
the next year.
 

Local Government reorganisation and
creation of a mayoral authority in
Norfolk and Suffolk
A lot of work is currently underway to finalise the
creation of a mayoral authority that almost certainly will
cover the whole of Norfolk & Suffolk, along with the
creation of one or more Unitary Authorities that will
ultimately take over much of the work currently being
done in Suffolk County Council and East Suffolk District
Council; these bodies are very likely to disappear as
part of this process. Currently the County Council and
the District Councils have differing views on the most
desirable number of Unitary Authorities and
representations from both are being submitted to the
National Government, which will have the final say.  The
 

Walberswick Common Lands Charity

Walberswick Parish Council

Annual Report & Accounts
The Walberswick Common Lands Charity has now
published its Annual Report & Accounts for 2024. If
you’re interested, it can be found on the charity’s
section of the village website at tinyurl.com/344fy2ft  
Matthew Wetmore, Clerk

Environmental update
Walking to the coast on the footpath from Spong Bridge
the state of the salt marsh becomes clear; it is bone dry.
Unusual weather saw East Anglia having the highest
amount of March sunshine on record, particularly in   
Norfolk and Suffolk.   For example, Wattisham in Suffolk 

Walberswick River Trips
One hour scenic boat trips along the River Blyth.

Enjoy the wildlife and scenery while being entertained
with tales of smuggling and ghosts.

Scheduled trips for up to ten people. 
Also available for private hire.

Full details and online booking via our website
walberswickrivertrips.com 

recorded over 220 hours of sunshine, exceeding the
previous record by over 22 hours. With an average of
228.9 hours of sunshine across the month, the UK has
also recorded its sunniest April since records began in
1910. The combined East Anglia rainfall for March and
April 2025 was 28mm, which is the fifth driest March to
April rainfall total for East Anglia based on records going
back to 1871.

Fascinating data, and nature is incredibly resilient but
please think twice about any form of burning - and keep
your fingers crossed for more rain. 
Vanessa Tucker, Environmental Stewardship Trustee

Parish Council will keep you informed on the impact the
final proposals are likely to have on the provision of
services in Walberswick over the months to come. The
most likely date for mayoral elections is considered to
be May 2026.

Public Meeting on Energy Projects
along the Heritage Coast
A date for your diary – the Parish Council is planning to
hold a public meeting on energy projects along the
‘Energy Coast’ at 6pm on Friday, 27 June in the Village
Hall (doors will open at 5.30pm). We are currently
finalising both speakers and the agenda. Make a note of
the date and time in your diary and there will be further
information over the next few weeks.

Next Parish Council Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, 11 June at
7pm in the Heritage Hut and is open to members of the
public. Full details will be published on the village
website, or for further information contact the Parish
Clerk at clerk@walberswick-pc.gov.uk.

WALL invertebrate surveys

WALL (Walberswick Against LionLink) has
commissioned a series of invertebrate surveys to be
undertaken monthly between May and September by
specialist entomologists, Chris Bentley and Andy
Musgrove. Surveys will focus on the marshes below
Manor Field, and the grassland around East Sheep
Walk. They have set pitfall traps, between visits, to
sample ground-dwelling beetles, which have surface 

paraphernalia resembling mini oil rigs to stop incidental
capture of small mammals. These should be left
undisturbed please. We won't have detailed results until
later in the year, but on his first visit Chris recorded a
rare soldier fly (Stratiomys longicornis), which is a saline
pool specialist restricted to the Suffolk/Norfolk coast.
Any rare invertebrates may be impacted by the
proposed drilling under these areas, so it is important we
know what is there to counter the LionLink
Environmental Impact Assessment. We will post further
updates on the WALL website as the season
progresses.  Matthew Denny
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  Community
Services

Community Cafe: Wednesday
18 June 2pm - 4.30pm 

in the Village Hall

Mobile Library: Friday, 
18 July 2.15pm - 2.45pm 
in the Village Hall car park

(Suffolk Libraries has confirmed that
there will be no June visit)

Norwich Bus: Thursday,
19 June. Please contact Mandy

Erlenbach on 07590 697575 
to book a place

Mobile Post Office: 
Wednesdays 12 noon - 1pm 

in the Village Hall car park

WI Monthly Meeting
Thursday, 5 June, 2.30pm in the Village Hall
Seva Newark will be discussing the support, information, counselling,
and benefits advice offered by the Pear Tree Centre in Halesworth to
anyone diagnosed with a life-changing illness. Visitors and new
members welcome. Muriel Wortley

Suffolk's Lost Cheeses  
Saturday, 14 June, 7pm in the Village Hall 
*Note the change of date*. With names such as Bang, Thump and
Trip, the story of cheese making in Suffolk encompasses social history,
chemistry, ethics and fashion. Vivia Bamford will tell us her story of
recreating the lost cheeses of Suffolk. Finish the evening with
refreshments alongside some better known current cheeses from local
producers. Those wishing to attend should email Edward Wright at
ewright123@btinternet.com to reserve a place. Members free, places
available for guests accompanying members at £5 each. 
Walberswick Local History Group

Public Meeting on Energy Projects 
along the Heritage Coast
Friday, 27 June, 6pm in the Village Hall
Doors open at 5.30pm. The Parish Council is holding a public meeting
on energy projects along the ‘Energy Coast’. Further details will be
available on the village website closer to the time or contact the Parish
Clerk at clerk@walberswick-pc.gov.uk.

National Theatre Live: A Streetcar Named Desire
Thursday, 10 July, 7pm in the Village Hall
Tennessee Williams' A Streetcar Named Desire starring Gillian
Anderson. Doors open at 6.30pm. Tickets are £15 (£10 for under 21s)
on the door (cards only) or in advance from
www.ticketsource.co.uk/walberswick-village-hall. 
Village Hall Committee

Horticultural & Culinary Show
Saturday, 19 July, 3pm-4.30pm in the Village Hall
Please see the insert in April’s Village News for full details. 
Betsy Lemmon

Walberswick Village Fete
Saturday, 23 August, 11am-4pm  on the Village Green 
and in the Village Hall
Join in the fun.  Usual stalls and activities. More information to come.
Mitchell Pocock

St Andrew’s 
Church      

Walberswick 
Team Rector
Revd Russ Gant

russ.gant@solebayteamministry.co.uk
solebayteamministry.co.uk

June 2025 Services
Sunday, 1 June 11.15am

Sung Eucharist

Sunday, 8 June 6pm
Choral Evensong

Book of Common Prayer

Sunday, 15 June 11.15am
Sung Eucharist

Sunday, 22 June 11.15am
Family Service

10.45am coffee and pastries

Sunday, 29 June 11.15am
Team Service, Wangford

Every Wednesday 10am
Holy Communion 

Coffee on first Wednesday

Parish Register
9 May  Moira Clarissa Steward

Austin, Age 84

Commemorative Flowers
7 June Gordon Beard for Marian
15 June Brian Tibbles for Jayne

and Ollie

The next edition of the Village News will be published on 1 July 2025. The copy deadline is noon on 
25 June 2025 and submissions should be sent to the editor at walberswicknews@gmail.com.  

Diary Dates

Planning applications
At the time of publication, the following applications were awaiting a
decision:

Lionlink | Manor House, The Street | Lane Corner, Palmers Lane
(tree) | New camping site adjacent to the caravan site | Herons,
Church Field (new) | The Pink House, Seven Acres Lane (new) |
Lorne Cottages, The Green | The Pink House, Seven Acres Lane
| The Beeches, Millfield Road | Herons, Church Field.
The latest applications & Advisory Group Reports, can be found on
the village website. Village: walberswick-pc-gov.uk

WALL: www.wall-update.org
Friends of St Andrew’s:

friendsofstandrews.org.uk
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MARK BOTWRIGHT’S TREE SERVICES
All aspects of tree surgery at competitive rates

Fully qualified & insured
01502 476334 or 07749 524778 

GC WILSON CARPENTRY & CONSTRUCTION
Complete Building Service

New builds, extensions, conversions
 and general maintenance

Call Gareth: 07717 507412 or 01986 875658 

KW CLARKE BUTCHERS
Family butcher and poulterer, general store

Locally produced meat - Emmerdale Red Poll Beef
Bramfield, Halesworth IP19 9JH

01986 784244 - kwclarkesorder@gmail.com 

Alex Godfrey
BICYCLE MECHANIC

Qualified, insured and mobile
Walberswick, @alexbikemech

07963 390057

AV-CONSTRUCTION
Specialists in Timber construction

Complete Building Service
www.av-construction.co.uk

info@av-construction.co.uk | 07453 360857

RUTHY’S WAY WINDOW CLEANING
Walberswick, Suffolk

All types of windows professionally cleaned
Call SHANE: 01502 722595 or 07432 152207 

THE HOUSEKEEPING COMPANY
Cleaning between lets, second homes cared for

Full caretaking service
Professional laundry service

01502 725746 |  07795 560245 

OUTNEY MEADOW LTD & CR HANCY GAS
Outney Meadow Caravan Park, Bungay NR35 1HG

Camping and canoe hire by the Waveney
01986 892338 - gas@outneymeadow.co.uk

SOUTHWOLD VOLUNTARY HELP CENTRE
Shopping, Befriending, Transport, Errands

Can we help you, or can you help us?
Contact 01502 724549

24-hour answerphone - www.southwoldvhc.com
Charity No. 1164155

RICHARD KETT HORTICULTURE
Nursery trained, third generation

Award-winning gardener
07503 048554 

Southwold Carpets, Curtains & Blinds Ltd
For all Flooring, Curtains, Blinds and Accessories,
Haberdashery, Wool, Home & Giftware, & more 
Visit us at Unit 1, Southwold Business Centre, 

St Edmunds Road, Southwold, IP18 6JU
01502 724948 / southwoldcarpets@btconnect.com

www.southwoldcarpets.co.uk

MANTINS SOLICITORS & NOTARIES
Residential & Commercial Conveyancing

Wills, Probate, Powers of Attorney & Notarial Work
23a High Street, Southwold, Suffolk IP18 6AD

01502 724750 - www.mantins.co.uk

EAST COAST LINEN HIRE
Offering high quality linen & soft towels

Laundering service for commercial 
& domestic clients

Nicky 07809 771121 
hello@eastcoastlinenhire.co.uk

IAN POOLE DECORATING
Painting, Tiling & Wallpapering

Hand-painted kitchens & furniture 

Email: decor@ipooledecorator.co.uk
www.ipooledecorator.co.uk | Reliable & fully insured 

01502 710257 / 07952 022436 

THE MORTON PARTNERSHIP 
Consultant Civil & Structural Engineers

Historic Building Specialists
We specialise in low cost repair options 

to buildings and can assist you with 
any building problem

Suffolk Office: Brunel House, Norwich Rd,
Halesworth, Suffolk IP19 8HX 01986 875651

London Office: Old Timber Yard House
55 The Timber Yard, Drysdale Street, London N1 6ND

COOPER & DENNY LTD - Building Contractors
Professional service & free estimates
26 Fountain Way, Reydon IP18 6SZ

info@cooperdenny.com
01502 723366

Paul Bradley Ltd
ARCHITECTURE

 Portland House, 43 High Street, Southwold
Suffolk IP18 6AB t: 01502 725222
www.paulbradleyarchitecture.com

Advertising Manager: Penny Fox
pennyfox49@hotmail.com | 07990 994384
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